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The Buddhist priests are also called upon to
read suiras for the dead at the time of the Obon
festival which is celebrated especially in the country
districts. This interesting festival which came
from China along with Buddhism, is one of gaiety
rather than of sadness. In fact, one of the most
impressive facts about any Japanese funeral rite
is the absence of weeping and gloom on the part
of the mourners. Once it was considered to be
the height of bad breeding and cowardliness for
warriors to show emotion. This philosophy ex-
tended itself into other walks of life until still to-day,
a friend is more apt to smile than to look sad when
she tells you her father, husband or child has just
died. Western influence is gradually breaking
down this embargo on emotions, however. But
aside from restraint, Obon is a joyous time for it is
then that the spirits return for a brief visit to their
-homes. It is the Japanese Hallowe'en ,or All
Souls* Day,
Obon is celebrated in different ways in various
districts of Japan, As a general rule^ however,
the ancestral graves are put in order and the house
is thoroughly cleaned. In some places white
lanterns are set up in the cemeteries and welcome
fires are lit before the entrance of the homes in
order that the returning spirits may not lose their